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DESIGN OBJECTIVES

»  Create an international center for the
Independent Living / Disability Rights
Movement.

»  Create a community center that helps to
revitalize its neighborhood, improve links to
public transportation and celebrate diversity.

= Integrate advanced Universal Design and
Sustainable Design strategies within a
transit-oriented development.

DESIGN STATEMENT

The Ed Roberts Campus (ERC) is a nonprofit corpo-
ration formed by seven organizations that share a
common history in the Independent Living/Civil
Rights Movement of People with Disabilities.
In 1998, these seven organizations joined together
to plan and develop a universally designed, transit-
oriented and environmentally sustainable campus
located at the Ashby BART Station in South
Berkeley. Commemorating the life and work of
Edward V. Roberts, an early leader in the inde-
pendent living movement of persons with disabili-
ties, the ERC will become the foremost disability
rights service, advocacy, education, training, and

policy center in the world.
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HISTORY

Ed Roberts (1939-1995) was an international leader
and educator in the independent living and disability
rights movements. He fought throughout his life to
enable all persons with disabilities to fully participate
in society. Ed was a true pioneer: he was the first
student with significant disabilities to attend
UC Berkeley. He was a founder of UC's Physically
Disabled Students Program, which became the
model for Berkeley's Center for Independent Living
(CIL) and over 400 independent living centers acrass
the country. He was one of the early directors of CIL.
He was the first Califarnia State Director of Rehabil-
itation with a disability; he was awarded a
MacArthur fellowship; and he was co-founder and
President of the World Institute on Disability.

The concept of the Campus took form shortly after
Ed's death in 1995. The Berkeley Mayor's Office
convened a meeting of representatives from the City
Council, UC Berkeley, CIL, WID and other disability
leaders to discuss how to memorialize Ed's work.
Disability community leaders decided they could
best commemorate Ed's work by supporting the or-
ganizations that he helped start and the Independ-
ent Living Movement that he championed. They
decided to do this by establishing a center dedicated
to fostering collaboration and improving the services
and opportunities for people with disabilities locally
and worldwide.
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SITE

Located on an existing BART parking lot adjacent to
the Ashby Station, the site faces west to busy
Adeline Street and beyond to a large urban open
space created by another BART parking lot. The
balance of the site borders a neighborhood of
small, single family homes. A portion of the exist-
ing BART parking lot was retained.

PROGRAM

The ERC is an 85,000 sf facility designed from the
ground up to meet the needs of people with all
ability levels. The program includes exhibition
space, community meeting rooms, a childcare
center for children with disabilities, a fitness center,
offices, vocational training facilities and a café
gathered around an enclosed courtyard. A sub-
grade garage provides parking for staff and visitors
and integrates the project with the adjacent BART
station.

PROCESS

The design process spanned over five years and
involved intensive community engagement with
the neighbors, merchants and the historic preserva-
tion community of South Berkeley. Additionally,
numerous public Universal Design workshops were
held to ensure that the needs of the disabled
community were carefully met.

DESIGN

The ERC is designed as an important community
building with a distinct civic presence that cele-
brates the collective values of its partner organiza-
tions. The building acts as both community center
and urban threshold, positioning the partner or-
ganizations at a major regional transit portal. This
serves the dual purpose of providing convenient ac-
cess for ERC staff and visitors - who rely heavily on
mass transit - as well as encouraging greater inter-
action with the surrounding community.

On Adeline Street, the building presents a sweep-
ing semicircular plaza to the city - an embracing,
civic gesture that expresses its important role in the
community. The plaza serves several functions: as
a drop-off and entry space for the ERC; as a transit
plaza for bus, taxi, bicycle and BART riders; and as
a public gathering space. A transparent entry
facade bordering the plaza displays a monumental
helical ramp inside. The ramp, a major work of
public art beneath a skylit rotunda, serves both
functional and symbolic roles, expressing the spirit
of Universal Design by providing dramatic access to
the upper floor for all users. A public exhibition
space occupies the center of the ramp. An enclosed
courtyard beyond provides natural daylight and
community gathering spaces while offering central
access to all of the tenant organizations.



At the exterior, a palette of durable finishes
includes sandblasted concrete, stucco and sustain-
ably harvested Ipe’ wood screens. The screens
provide sun protection and address the scale of
neighboring commercial buildings. The play of
light and shadow they create imprints the facades
with the passage of the sun and the changing
seasons. At the north end of the project, the
screens frame the entry to a reconfigured BART
parking lot east of the building. At the southern
and eastern exposures, the building responds to
the low scale and finer texture of the surrounding
residential neighborhood. To the south along
Woolsey Street, the building steps back away from
the street, making room for a Childcare Center
playground at the street level and a common roof
terrace above. A sloping steel fascia spans the
Adeline Street facade, spatially containing the
public plaza and rising to the south to culminate at
the prominent corner of Adeline and Woolsey
Streets. Here, the wood screens below reach out to
enfold existing, mature redwood trees within
the composition.

UNIVERSAL DESIGN AT THE ERC
Guided by the principles of Universal Design - the
creation of environments that are equally usable
by individuals of all abilities - the project exceeds
the accessibility requirements of the Americans
with Disabilities Act. Universal Design strategies
and elements were selected to maximize benefits
to the broadest variety of users while remaining
economical and replicable by others.

Key Universal Design Features Include:

Clear building organization, entries and
circulation to support way-finding and

leave room for error.

New public elevator access to the BART
transit concourse below street level.
Coordinated access to a variety of public
transit options

A 56-ft diameter helical ramp that provides
dramatic access to the second floor for
everyone.

7-ft. wide corridors that allow wheelchair
riders and others to circulate comfortably.
Oversized ERC elevators with specialized
controls for wheelchair riders.

Specialized vehicle access and accessible
parking spaces far exceeding ADA
requirements.

Restrooms designed to meet a range of
individual abilities, including family restrooms
and specialized lifts.

Automatic doors with long-range card
readers allowing hand-free access
Occupancy-sensor controlled lighting and
other hands-free building system controls.
Simple way-finding aides, including colored
and textured flooring, signage using specially
designed fonts, high contrast interior finishes
and acoustical landmarks.

Low-pattern floor finishes and low-frequency
fire alarm strobes to accommodate users with
Photosensitive Epilepsy.

Durable, low-maintenance finishes to resist
wheelchair impact.

Braille building maps provided to visitors
upon request.

Innovative acoustical design for individuals
with hearing disabilities.



Key Universal Design Features cont.

®m  Enhanced indoor air quality, including natural
ventilation, non-toxic materials, filtered out
side air, and construction phase IAQ program,
to address the needs of people with multiple
chemical sensitivities.

m Advanced digital and communications
technologies meeting a range of individual
abilities.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN AT THE ERC
Located at a major public transportation hub above
the Ashby BART Station, the ERC is conceived as a
transit-based, environmentally responsible develop-
ment. The project incorporates a range of sustain-
able design strategies to serve the needs of the
occupants as well as the larger environment.

Sustainable Design features include:

m  Solar control and ample daylighting in all
spaces to reduce heat and lighting loads.

m  Operable windows and natural ventilation at
perimeter spaces.

m  Reflective roofing to reduce heat gain and
"heat island effect”

m Energy-efficient mechanical systems, including
high-efficiency heat pumps for heating and
cooling and in-slab hydronic radiant space
conditioning in common areas.

m  Energy-efficient lighting with occupancy and
timed controls.

m  The building exceeds the energy-efficiency
requirements of California’s Title 24 by 14%.

m  Enhanced indoor air quality, including natural
ventilation, non-toxic materials, filtered outside
air, and a construction-phase IAQ program.

m  Recycled, sustainably harvested and rapidly

renewable materials.
Over 80% of construction waste was recycled.

PROJECT DATA
ERC partner organizations:
Bay Area Qutreach and Recreation Program
Center for Accessible Technology
Center for Independent Living
Computer Technologies Program
Disability Rights Education and
Defense Fund
Through the Looking Glass
World Institute on Disability

Other tenants:

Lighthouse for the Blind

State of California, Deaf and Disabled

Telecommunications Program (DDTP)
State of California, Department of
Rehabilitation

Site area: 149,000 sf

Occupied floor area: 82,400 sf
Basement garage floor area: 52,100 sf
ERC parking capacity: 119 spaces,
including 13 accessible; plus 35 valet spaces

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

William Leddy, FAIA,
Leddy Maytum Stacy Architects
67/ Harrison Street

San Francisco, CA 9410/
T 415.495.1700

E bleddy@Imsarch.com
W Imsarch.com
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